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Allow me to give you, from the betf authors, the cttigin; 
X] f ant, quity, the growth, the change, and the complement 
of fatire among the Romans. Dryden' s Deciic. to Juvenal 
omi-le i lm s . i J. [from complete.] Perfection; the Irate 
of being complete. 

I cannot Glow their wiidom fuch a co?ni letenejs and inerrabi- 
Iity, as to exclude myfelf. ‘ K ng Claries. 

i hue pai ts go to make up the combletenefs of any 
fubject. ‘ Watts's Logick. 

Completion, n f [from complete .] 

1. Accomplilhment ; ad of fulfilling; Rate of being fulfilled. 

i here was a full entire harmony, and confent of all the 
divine predictions, receiving their completion in Chrifi. South. 

2. Utmofi height ; perfect Rate. 

fie makes it the utmoR completion of an ill character to bear 
a malevolence to the befi men. Popes Notes on the Iliad. 

CO MI LEX. adj . [ complexus , Latin J Compofitc; of many 
parts; notfimple; including many particulars. 

Ideas made up of feveral fimple ones, 1 call complex ; fuch 
as beauty, gratitude, a man, the univerfe ; which though 
complicated or various fimple ideas, or cojjiplex ideas made up 
of fimple ones, yet are confidered each by itfelf as one. Locke. 

A fecondary eflential mode, called a property, fometimes 
goes toward making up the efience of a comp lex being. Watts. 

VY ith (uch perfection fram’d, 

Is this comtlex Rupendous fcheme of things. Thomf Siring. 

Complex, n. f. [from the adjeCtive.] Complication; col- 
lection. 

1 Ins parable of the wedding-fupper comprehends in it the 
whole complex of all the blefiings and privileges exhibited by 
the gofpel. South's Sermons. 

Com pl E xt'DN ess. n.f [from complex.'] Complication; in- 
volution of many particular parts in one integral; contrariety 
to fimplicity ; compound Rate or nature. 

From the complexedncfs of thefe moral ideas, there follows 
another inconvenience, viz. that the mind cannot eafily retain 
thofe precife combinations. . Locke. 

Completion, n.f. [ comp lexio, Latin.] 

i. The inclofure or involution of one thing in another. 

1 hough the terms of propofitions may be complex, yet 
•where the compofition of the whole argument is thus plain, 
fimple and regular, it is properly called a fimple fyllogifm, 
Rnce the complexion does not belong to the fyllogiflick form of 
it. IVatts's Logick. 

z. The colour of the external parts of any body. 

Men judge by the complexion of the iky 
The Rate and inclination of the day. Shakejjp. Rich. II. 

How fweetly doft thou miniRer to love, 

That know love’s grief by his complexion ! Shakefpeare. 

What fee you in thofe papers, that you lofe 
So much complexion ? Shakefpeare’ s Henry V. 

He fo takes on yonder, fo rails againR all married mankind, 
fo curfes all Eve’s daughters, of v/hat complexion foever. Shak. 

Why doth not beauty then refine the wit, 

And good complexion rectify the will ? Davies. 

Nicenefs, though it renders them infignincant to great pur- 

. pofes, yet it polifiies their complexion , and makes their fpirits 
feem more vigorous. Collier on Pride. 

If I write on a black man, I run over all the eminent per- 
fons of that comple: ion. Addifon s Spectator, N p . 262. 

3. The temperature of the body according to the various pro- 
portions of the four medical humours. 

’Tis ill, though different your complexions are, 

The family of heav’11 for men fhould war. Drydens Fables. 

For from all tempers he could fervice draw, 

The worth of each, with its allay, he knew ; 

And, as the confident of nature, faw 
How file complexions did divide and brew. Dryden. 

The methods of providence men of this complexion mufi be 
unfit for the contemplation of. Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

Let melancholy rule fupreme, 

Choler prefide, or blood or phlegm, 

It makes no diff’rence in the cafe, 

Nor is complexion honour’s place. Swift. 

Completion al. adj. [from complexion.] Depending on the 
complexion or temperament of the body. 

Men and other animals receive different tin&ures from 
complexional efflorefcencies, and defeend Rill lower as they par- 
take of the fuliginous and denigrating humours. Brown. 

Ignorance, where it proceeds from early or complexional pre- 
judices, will not wholly exclude us from the favour of God. 

1 1 dues s Sermons. 

CompleTion ally. adv. [from complexion.] By complexion. 
An Indian king lent unto Alexander a fair woman, led with 
poifons, either by converfe or copulation complex tonally to 
defiroy him. Brown' s Vulgar Errours, b.xw. e. ib. 

CompleTly. adv. [from complex.] In a complex manner; 
not fimply. 

Compl e'xness. n.f. [from complex.] The Rate of being 
complex. 

CompleTure. n.f. [from complex.] The involution or com- 
plication of one thing with others. 
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1. le at. ot yielding to any defire or demand ; accord • f u K 

million. J 

I am far from excufmg that compliance , for plenary confent 
it was not, to his defiruCtion. ‘ vj n r , f 

e are free from any necefiary determination of our will 
to any particular achon, and from a necefiary compliance with 
our defire, fet upon any particular, and then appearing prefer 
able good. °^Lod 

Let the king meet compliance in your looks, 

A free and ready yielding to your wi fires. Roive 

1 he actions to which the world folicits our compliance are 
fins, which forfeit eternal expectations. * Roper < 

What compliances will remove diiTention, while the liberty 
continues or profefiing what new opinions wepleafe? Swift 

2. A difpofition to yield to others; complaifance. 

He was a man of few words, and of great compliance ; and 
ufually delivered that as his opinion, which he forefaw would 
be grateful to the king. Clarendon , , b. viii. 

Compliant, adj. [from comply.] 

1. Yielding; bending. 


The compliant boughs 

Yielded them. Milton's Paradifc Lcjl , b. iv. /. 332. 

2. Civil ; complaifant. 

R o CC'MPLiCA 1 F. v. a. [ complico, , Latin.] 

1. To entangle one with another; to join. 

Though the particular aCtions of war are complicate in faCt, 
yet they are feparate and difiinCt in right. Bacon. 

In cafe our offence againR God hath been complicated with 
injury to men, we fiiould make refiitution. Ttllotfn's Sertncns. 

When tfie difeafe is complicated with other difeafes, one muff 
confider that which is moR dangerous. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

I here are a multitude of human actions, which have fo 
many complicated circumfiances, afpe&s, and fituations, with 
regard to time and place, perfons and things, that it is impef- 
fible for any one to pafs a right judgment concerning them, 
without entering into moR of thefe circumfiances. If aits. 

2. I o unite by involution of parts one in another. 

Commotion in the parts may make them apply themfdves 
one to another, or cotnplicate and difpofe them alter the man- 
ner requifite to make them Rick. Boyle's Htftory of Firmnefs. 

3. To form by complication ; to form by the union of feveral 
parts into one integral. 

Dreadful was the din 

Of hilling through the hall ! thick fwarming now 

With complicated monfiers, head and tail. Milt. Par. Lofl. 

A man, an army, the univerfe, are complicated of various 
fimple ideas, or complex ideas made up of fimple ones. Locke. 

Complicate, adj. [from the verb.] Compounded of a mul- 
tiplicity of parts. 

W hat pleafure would felicitate his fpirit, if he could grafp 
all in a furvey ; as a painter runs over a complicate piece 
wrought by Titian or Raphael. Watts's Improv. of the Mind. 

Co'mplicateness. n.f. [from complicate.] The Rate of being 
complicated ; intricacy ; perplexity. 

There is great variety of intelligibles in the world, fo much 
objected to our fenfes, and every feveral objeCt is full of lub- 
divided multiplicity and complicatenefs. Hale's Origin of Mark. 

Complication, n.f [from complicate.] 

1. The art of involving one thing in another. 

2. The Rate of being involved one in another. 

All our grievances are either of body or of mind, or in 
complications of both. L' Ejlrange. 

The notions of a confufed knowledge are always full of 
perplexity and complications , and feldom in order. Wilkins. 

3. The integral confifiing of many things involved, perplexed, 
and united. 

By admitting a complication of ideas, and taking too many 
things at once into one quefiion, the mind is dazzled and be- 
wildered. Watts's Logick. 

Co'mplice. n.f. [Fr. from complex , an affociate, low Latin.] 
One who is united with others in an ill defign ; an aflociate ; 
a confederate ; an accomplice. 

To arms, victorious noble father. 

To quell the rebels and their complices. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

Jufiice was afterwards done upon the offenders, the prin- 
cipal being hanged and quartered in Smithfield ; and divers of 
his chief complices executed in divers parts of the realm. Hayw. 

The marquis prevailed with the king, that he might only 
turn his brother out of the garrifon, after jufiice was done 
upon hi3 complices. ' Clarendon , b. viii. 

ComplFer. n.f. [from comply.] A man of an eafy temper; 
a man of ready compliance. 

CO'MPLIMENT. n.f [compliment, Fr.] An aCt, or expref- 
fion of civility, ufually underfiood to include fome hypocrify, 
and to mean lefs than it declares. 

He obferved few compliments in matter of arms, but fuch 
as proud anger did indite to him. Sidney , b. u. 

My fervant, fir ? ’Twas never merry world 

Since lowly feigning was call’d compliment : 

Y’ are fervant to the duke Orfino, youth. Shakefpeaie. 
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One whom the mufick of his own vain tongue 
Doth ravifh, like indenting harmony : 

A man of compliments, whom right and wrong . 
Have chofe as umpire of their meeting. Shakefpeare. 

What honour that. 

But tedious wafie of time, to fit and hear 
So man v hollow compliments and lies, , . 

Outlandifli flatteries ? Milton's Paradife Regain d, b. iv. 
Virtue and religion, heaven and eternal happinefs, are not 

trifles to be given up in a compliment , or facrificed to a jelt. 

Rogers, Sermon x- 

To Co'mpliment. v. a. [from the noun.] To footh with 
acts or expreflions of refpeCt ; to flatter ; to praife. 

It was not to compliment a fociety, fo much above flattery 
and the regardlefs air of common applaufes. Glanv. Scepf. Piej. 

Monarchs fiiould their inward foul difguife, 
DiffembJe and command, be falfe and wife ; 

By ignominious arts, for fervile ends, 4 

Should compliment their foes, and Ruin their friends. Prior. 
The watchman gave fo very great a thump at my door, 
that T awaked, and heard myfelf compli meat ed with the ufual 
falutation. Tatler , N°. 111. 

She compliments Menelaus very handfomely, and fays he 
wanted no accomplifliment either of mind or body. Pope. 

Compli me'ntal. adj. [from compliment.] Fxprelfive of re- 
fpeCt or civility ; implying compliments. 

I come to fpeak with Paris from the prince 7 roilus : I will 
make a complimental affault upon him. Shak. Trail, and CreJJida. 

Languages, for the moR part, in terms of art and erudi- 
tion, retain their original poverty, and rather grow rich 
and abundant in complimental phrafes, and fuch froth. Wotton. 

This falfehood of Ulvfles is intirely complimental and offi- 
cious. " Pope's Odyffey , Notes. 

ComplimeTtally. adv. [from complimental.] In the nature 
of a compliment; civilly; with artful or falfe civility. 

This fpeech has been condemned as avaricious : Eufiathius 
judges it fpoken artfully and complimentally. Broom on the Odyjf. 

Complime'nter. n.f [from compliment.] One given to com- 
pliments ; a flatterer. 

Co'mpline. n.f [compline, Fr. completinum, low Lat.] The lafi 
aCt of worfhip at night, by which the fervice of the day is 
completed. 

At morn and eve, befides their anthems fweet, 

Their peny mafles and their complines meet. ITubb. Tale. 

To ComploTe. v. n. [comploro, Lat.] To make lamentation 
together. 

COMPLO'T. n.f. [Fr. from completion for complexum , low 
Latin, Menage J A confederacy in fome fecret crime ; a 
plot ; a con fpi racy. 

I cannot, my life, my brother, like but well 
The purpofe of the complct which ye tell. Hubberd's Tale. 

I know their complot is to have my life. Shak. Hen. VI. 

To ComploT. v. a. [from the noun.] To form a plot; to 
confpire ; to join in any fecret defign, generally criminal. 

Nor ever by advifed purpofe meet, 

To plot, contrive, or complot any ill. Shakef Richard If. 
A few lines after, we find them complotting together, and con- 
triving a new feene of miferies to the Trojans. Pope. 

Complo tter. n.f [from complot.] A confpiiator; one 
joined in a plot. 

Jocafia too, no longer now my fifler, 

Is found coinplotter in the horrid deed. Dryd and Lee's Oedip . 

To COMPLY', v. n. [Skinner derives it from the French com- 
plaire ; but probably it comes from compiler, to bend to. Plier 
is Rill in. ufe.] To yield to; to be obfequious to ; to accord 
with ; to fuit with. It has with before as well perfons as 
things. 

The rifing fun comply s with our weak fight, 

Firfi gilds the clouds, then fhews his globe of light. Waller . 
1 hey did fervilely comply with the people in worfliipping God 
by fenfible images and reprefentations. Tillotfon. 

T. he truth ot things will not comply with our conceits, and 
bend itfelf to our intereft. Tillotfon. 

Remember I am fiie who fav’d your life. 

Your loving, lawful, and complying wife. Dryden. 

He made his wifli with his efiate comply , 

Joyful to live, yet not afraid to die. Prior. 

Component, adj. [componens, Latin.] That which confiitutes 
the compound body. 

The bignefs of the component parts of natural bodies may 

T. thCir r COlOUrS - Newt0n ' 5 

1 O CO All ORT. v . n. [comportcr, Fr. from porto, Lat. ] To 
agree ; to fuit. Followed by with. 

Some piety’s not good there, fome vain difport 
On this fide fin, with that place may comport. Donne. 

1 o be fuch does not comport with the nature of time. 

T . • Holder on Time. 

u ls not ever y man s talent to difiinguifh aright how far 
°I ir Prudence may warrant our charity, and how far our 
cnariry may comport with our prudence. L'Eflranrc 

thingS the >' do ’ if ^7 comport vfih their 

0 j Ut 2 dli ^ rcace > G they may be doing. 
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To Compo'rt. v. a . To bear; to endure; This is a Galliclc 

fignification, not adopted among us. 

The malecontented fort; 

That never can the prefent Rate comport , . _ ; 

But would as often change as they change will. Daniel. 

Compo'rt. n.f [from the verb.] Behaviour; conduct ; mari- 
ner of adfing and looking. c -a ■ 

I fiiall account concerning the rules and manners 01 de- 
portment in the receiving, our comport and convention in 
and after it. Taylor s Worthy Communicant . 

I know them well, and mark’d their rude comport ; 

In times of tempefi they command aione; 

And he but fits precarious on the throne. Dryden' s Fables . 

Compo'rtable. adj. [from comport.] Confifient; not con- 
tradictory. 

We cafi the rules and cautions of this art into fome corn- 
portable method. Jf'oitons Architecture. 

Compo'rtance. n.f [from comport.] Behaviour; gefture of 
ceremony.. 

Goodly comport ance each to other bear; 

And entertain themfelves with court’fies meet. Fairy fjhieen. 

Compo'rtment. n.f [from comport.] Behaviour. 

By her ferious and devout comportment on thefe folemn occa- 
fions, flie gives an example that is very often too much 
wanted. Addijon s Freeholder . 

To COMPO'SE. v. a. [compofer, Fr. compono, Latin.] 

1. To form a mafs by joining different things together. 

Zeal ought to be compofed of the higheff degrees ot all pious 
affections. Sprat. 

2. To place any thing in its proper form and method. 

In a peaceful grave my corps compoj'e. Dryden s AEn. 

3. To difpofe ; to put in the proper Rate for any purpofe. 

The whole army feemed well compofed to obtain that by their 
fwords, which they could not by their pen. Clarendon, b. viii. 

4. To put together a difeourfe or lentence. 

Words fo pleafing to God, as thofe which the ton of God 
himfielf hath compojccl , were not pofilble for men to frame. 

Hooker, b. V. feii. 35. 

5. To confiitute by being parts of a whole. 

Nor did Ifrael ’fcape 

Th’ infeCtion, when their borrow’d gold compos'd 

The calf in Oreb. Milton' s Paradife Lojl , h. i. /. 483. 

A few ufeful things, confounded with many trifled, fill their 
memories, and compofe their intellectual pofi'eifions. Watts. 

6. T o calm ; to quiet. 

He would undertake the journey with him, by which all • 
his fears would be compofed. Clarendon , b. viii. 

You, that had taught them to fubdue their foes, 

Cou’d order teach, and their high fp’rits compofe. Waller j 

Compofe thy mind ; 

Nor frauds are here contriv’d, nor force defign’d. Dryden . 

He, having a full fway and command over the water, had 
power to Rill and compofe it, as well as to move and difiurb it.' 

Woodward' s Natural Hi/lory , p. iii. 

Yet to compofe this midnight noife. 

Go, freely fearch where-e’er you pleafe.. , Piior. 

7. To adjuR the mind to any bufinefs. by freeing it from dif- 
turbance. 

The mind being thus difquieted, may not be able eafily to 
compofe and fettle, itfelf to prayer. Duppa's Rules for Devotion. 

We befeech thee to compofe her thoughts, and preferve her 
reafon, during her Rcknefs. " Swift. 

8. 1 o adjuft ; to fettle ; as, to compofe a difference. 

9. [With printers.] 1 o arrange the letters ; to put the ietters 
in order in the forms. 

10. [In mufick.] To form a tunc from the different mufica! 
notes. 

Compo'sed. participial adj. [from compofe,] Cairn ; ferious ; 
even ; fed ate. 

. ^ Spain there is fortiething Rill more ferious arid compofed 
m the manner of the inhabitants. Addifons Remarks on Italy . 

1 he Mantuan there in fober triumph fate, 

Compos'd his poflure, and his look fedate. Rote 

dately EDLY ‘ ^ Calmly; ferioufly; fe- 

A man was walking before the door very compofedly without 
a hat: one crying. Here is the fellow that killed the duke 
every body afked which is. he, the man without the hat verv 
compofedly anfwefed, I am he. Clarendon. 

C to,qumk» ESS ' n J ' f from compoftd.l Sedatenefs ; calmnefs; 

He that will think to any purpofe, mud have fixednefs and 
compofednefi of humour, as well as fmartnefs of parts. Norris 

Compo'ser. n.f [from compofe.} 1 

i. An author ; a writer. / 

Now will be the right feafon of forming them to be a&Ie 

writers and compofer s in every excellent matter. Milton 

If the thoughts ot luch authors have nothing in them they 

at leafi do no harm, and Ihew an honefi induftry and a’good 

intention in the compofer. Addifan\ / / / vo b ° d 

He rW 1 : — r:i. . s ticeholder, N°. 40 . 
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